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Show Racism the Red Card is an 
anti-racism charity set up in 1996; 
we have an office in Cardiff 
established in October 2006.   

Our aims are to eliminate racism 
from football and society by 
working with professional footballers and football clubs who help promote our 
message. 

Our work involves promoting anti-racism through high profile events, 
delivering educational workshops at schools, producing educational 
resources, holding an annual schools competition and also we are currently 
working with grassroots football both to promote anti- racism and to increase 
the participation of Ethnic Minorities in Football. 

As a small organisation, we rely on local authorities and professional football 
clubs throughout the UK to greatly assist us with our anti-racist work.  
The partnerships we have has allowed us to develop our campaign and look 
at different methods to combat racist attitudes. 
 
This guide is designed to help clubs and community department work more 
closely with our campaign and get the best out of both our anti-racist 
resources and the services we can provide. With your help we will be able to 
reach more young people and spread our anti-racist message even further. 
We look forward to working with you. 
 
Show Racism the RED Card Wales 
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1. Becoming a Partnership Club with Show Racism the RED Card. 
 
2. Hosting a Show Racism the RED Card Event. 

 
3. Benefits to the Clubs 

 
4. Organising Show Racism the RED Card Community Event. 

 
5. Show Racism the RED Card Fortnight of action in Wales 
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1. Useful Contacts 
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We are looking to increase and strengthen our 
partnerships with clubs. 
 
We can work closely with the club to draw up agreements 
to ensure the best possible outcomes.  
Some examples of ways in which clubs can engage with 
the campaign are: 
 

·  Producing a team poster with the campaign 
 
·  Working with the campaign to organise high profile anti-racist events at the club 

 
·  Using Show Racism the Red Card’s resources in the study support centre and football in 

the community schemes 
 

·  Helping to promote the national Show Racism the Red Card Anti-Racist School 
Competition 

 
·  Working with the campaign to set up a programme of anti-racist education 

 
·  Clubs can engage with the Show Racism the Red Card fortnight of anti-racist action in 

October. Including fans actions and the holding up of red cards by players around the 
centre circle prior to kick off. 

 
Team Poster 
 
Each season your club will have the 
opportunity to produce a team poster that will 
be distributed in schools and junior football 
clubs locally and nationally. The club will be 
sent out 11 Show racism the RED Card – 
Cards in which the front row during the squads 
photo shoot will hold up the cards during an 
additional photo. Teams will then send us this 
photo for production of the posters. 
The councils, clubs or external companies / 
organisations will sponsor the poster. 
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The Show Racism the Red Card team holds regular events at sporting clubs up and down the country 
and would be happy to come and run an event at your club. 
 

Format of Events 
 
Our events involve inviting a group of about 50 to 100 
young people from local schools or junior teams to the 
club where they will watch our anti-racist DVD and 
pose questions on racism to a panel, comprising of 
players from the club, prominent community members 
and Show Racism the Red Card staff / Patrons 
 
The event opens with a brief introductory speech by the 
chair, followed by a short background on the Show Racism the Red Card campaign. The Show 
Racism the Red Card DVD is then shown. Any further speakers then speak briefly after this, 
followed by questions to the players on racism.  
 
The Q&A session targets young people and we encourage only young people to ask questions, 
it helps them connect more to the message when they receive a personal response from 
someone they respect; prizes are usually given to young people who ask the best questions 
 
After some brief closing remarks, all of the young people who attend receive goody bags and 
autographs at the end of the event. The event usually lasts around an hour to keep the 
attention of the young audience. 
 
In addition to the basic event we have also had musicians, rappers, poetry readings, football 
jugglers and ground tours on different occasions.  
 
Events can be tailored to the needs of the club. 
 
The next page contains a general list of requirements although this will not apply specifically to 
every event and is merely intended as a rough guide. 
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Technical Equipment 
 

• Large screen and projector or Video/DVD player 

• PA System with microphones (One of the microphones if possible should 
be wireless, for questions from the audience). 

 
It is best if the technician who sets up all the equipment attends 
the event to ensure that there are no problems and the staff are 
able to operate it. 
 
Room Layout 
 

Generally our events are set out with a top table for speakers and footballers facing the 
audience. The chairs are usually in rows and the screen to the side of the top table. 
 
Refreshments 
 

Often venues provide refreshments for the audience; these can be provided either before or 
after the event. As most of the audience is made up of young people squash or water is usually 
required with tea and coffee for the other guests. It is also useful to have some water for the 
people on the top table. 
 
Resources for the Day 
 

We will provide several boxes of our materials before the event. Usually this constitutes posters 
and magazines that we hand out to the audience. We will need one or two tables to display 
these on. 
 
Press and Publicity 
 

You may get press people contacting you to ask if they can attend. We put out our own press 
release and encourage the media to contact us. We welcome any press coverage and we don’t 
send out formal invites to the media, so they are welcome to cover the event. 
 
Other requirements 
 

Many clubs also provide a signed club football or shirt for the event, which we award to the 
young person asking the best question on the day. In addition, most clubs offer a tour of the 
stadium for the young people at the end of the event to finish off the day, and even recruit a few 
new fans. 
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There are many benefits associated with holding a Show 
Racism the RED Card event along with being a partnership 
club and community events. Some of the main benefits are 
listed below. 
 

·  Provides an opportunity for the club to show their 
anti–racism stance.  

·  Establish / strengthen links with schools and local junior league clubs. 
·  Expand image and support in the local community. 
·  Establish / strengthen links with the local council / councilors. 
·  Clearer idea of SRTRC issues and workshops. 
·  Reach out to all areas of the multicultural community. 
·  More extensive press coverage 
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Show Racism the Red Card is able to offer resources, banners and advice on holding a Show 
Racism the Red Card Community Event, these can be a very effective way of communicating 
an anti-racist message whilst engaging with a community and providing an exciting and 
enjoyable event for young and old alike. 
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The first fortnight of action in Wales was held in October 
2006, players from every Principality Building Society 
Welsh Premier League team in Wales united in calling 
for a racism-free football and society. Players and 
referees held up ‘Show Racism the Red Cards’ prior to 
kick off. With 17 clubs in the Welsh Premier league, the 
message was conveyed throughout Wales as the teams 
are from all corners of the country. During the season, 
Show Racism the Red Card in Wales, will be working 
with the clubs in the Welsh Premier League to continue 
its work in spreading the anti-racism message through a 
variety of ways.  
 
Show Racism the Red Card is calling for a concerted effort to make racist abuse as unacceptable in 
Welsh society as it has become in professional football. Almost everyone now accepts that racism at 
games is wrong.  
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The main thrust of the message of the weekend will take place prior to kick off.  The players (starting 
XI) of both teams in each game will gather round the centre circle each holding a large red card in the 
air.  This will be supported by a simultaneous public address announcement condemning racism. 
 
Although the host clubs will have a greater role to play from an operational standpoint, all clubs have a 
responsibility to play over the weekend in terms of publicly supporting the campaign to achieve media 
coverage.  A number of other activities, detailed in the schedule below, will be carried out to promote 
the ‘weekend of action’, adding weight to its message. 
 
An example of the plan is listed below. 
All football personnel should be aware of the following timing of events immediately prior to kick off.  All 
players should be ready to enter the field slightly earlier that usual.  
 
(For matches scheduled to kick off at 3pm, the following timing applies) 
�
2:53:00 Players and match officials line up in tunnel with red cards (distributed by home club officials) ready to take 

the field 
2:55:00 Led by match officials the teams enter the field of play accompanied by mascot(s) 
2:56:00 Players (starting XI only) gather round centre circle similar to the way they would for a minute’s silence 
 Match officials gather at centre spot 
2:57:00 Referee blows whistle  
 PA announcement begins 
 Match officials and players hold the red cards aloft for the duration of the PA announcement 
2:57:30 PA announcement ends 
 Players break up 
 Club officials/ball boys enter field to collect red cards  
2:59:00 Toss Up 
3:00:00 Kick Off  
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For further information please contact either of the below: 
 
Show Racism the RED Card 
 
FAW Trust 
Indoor Arena, Vale Resort 
Hensol, Pontyclun 
Vale of Glamorgan 
CF72 8JY 
 
Tel: 01443 228873 (ext 19) 
Fax: 01443 230 784 
 
Email:  
 
Wales@theredcard.org 
 
 
 
 


